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8th March 2019
Dear Parents and Carers,






                   
I need to start by addressing a couple of exciting and important things that I should have included in last week’s newsletter. The first of which is to say well done to the Year 6 children who represented our school alongside pupils of Honiton Primary School in burying the time capsule filled with objects decided by Year 6 at the official opening of Blackdown House the new home of East Devon District Council. Photos can be seen on our Twitter feed, school website and in this week’s Herald newspaper. Secondly, I need to say a huge well done to all our Year 5 and 6 Mental Health Ambassadors who completed their training last week. Please see further details below. 
This week started with Year 1 visiting Axe Valley Animal Park to see lots of wonderful animals to engage them in their new Cornerstones topic ‘Paws, Claws and Whiskers’. Thanks to parents who accompanied the children.  
5CB have been having their Bikeability training this week and have been praised by the instructors for their skill, resilience and behaviour. Next week it is the turn of 5ZU. Some Year 1 and 2 pupils visited Honiton Community College this week to participate in a Science workshop in their science labs. It has also been a pleasure to host a number of headteachers and other agencies visiting the school this week to learn more about what we are doing following both the recent Ofsted report and Google filming. I am always very proud to show people around the school and visitors always comment how brilliant the children are.
I do think it useful to update you from time to time on the things I am out and about doing as Principal of Littletown when I’m not at school. Yesterday, I was at Trinity school in Exeter delivering a presentation to around thirty headteachers about about our curriculum developments and implementation. On Tuesday I was at a teacher recruitment and retention roadshow session hosted by the DfE about the national strategy to get more high quality teachers into the profession. As you know, we are a key partner school with the Devon School Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) programme and contribute significantly to training future teachers. I also sit on the Executive Committee for the Devon Association of Primary Headteachers (DAPH).  This is a key body in representing and supporting Devon headteachers on a range of issues -  particularly around school funding. Please see a letter below I have put my name to alongside many other Devon Primary and Secondary headteachers as part of an update on our ‘Worth less?’ campaign for schools fairer funding. Please do take a moment to read it, follow the actions and let me know any comments or questions you have. 
Next week 5ZU have their Bikeability training and Year 1 have Multi Skills at Honiton Community College on Monday afternoon. The Student and Family Support team have written to you to invite you to our Community Room coffee mornings/afternoons. This is a chance to see the room, hear our plans for it’s ingoing use and contribute to the plan moving forwards. These sessions are Monday 9-10am, Tuesday 2 - 3pm, Wednesday 2 - 3pm and Thursday 9-10am. I look forward to seeing lots of you there. On Thursday we take some Year 5 children to Awliscombe for the Learning Community Youth Speak competition. Next Friday is Comic Relief/Red Nose day. We will have this as a non school uniform day with optional donation. 
Well done and thank you to Year 3 parents who raised £71 in last week’s cake sale. Tonight the PTFA are holding their quiz night starting at 7:30pm 
Yours faithfully,
Mr Perkins
Principal 
News from the children –
Nursery
We have been looking after ducklings.
We have been decorating Underpants for Aliens.
Reception
We have made pancakes and flipped them.
We have had to write a list of instructions on how to make pancakes.
Year 1
We have been learning about animals.
We have been dressing up as ladybugs.
Year 2
We have been learning about tally charts.
We have been learning about picture frames.
 Year 3
We have been trying different food,to see if they are salty ,sour or sweet.
We have been trying foods for our topic. Reading Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and enjoyed our last swimming class.
Year 4
We have started a new topic called I am a warrior and World Book Day.
Year 5
We had World Book Day, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and started reading a mystery, graphic book.
We had bikeability and learning about Honiton in the last 200 years.
Year 6
We had the theme of Macbeth for World Book Day and have been learning about imperial and metric measurement. We’ve also had sports training and spellodrome.   
Messages
Mental Health Ambassadors
Last week 32 of our year 5 and 6 children completed their third training session and were awarded the status of 'Mental Health Ambassadors'.  They have shown commitment and dedication to promoting good mental health in the school and are ready to start some exciting initiatives under the supervision of Mrs Newman. Thanks to Early Help 4 Mental Health for their training and direction in this area and to Mrs Newman.
Bikeability
A reminder that Bikeability starts for 5ZU on Monday March 11th for four days.
Contacting office staff
It has come to my attention that members of staff are being contacted personally by parents outside of school hours. Please can you call the school with regards to any queries or concerns so we can make sure they are dealt with correctly. Social Media groups are very good for general classroom queries if the school is closed. Thank you for your cooperation. 
Nursery open day
We will be holding a Nursery open morning tomorrow from 10am to 12 noon. Thank you to parents who have shared the poster we sent out earlier in the week. 
PTFA quiz
Reminder that the PTFA Quiz Evening is this evening (8th March) at 7.30 pm. Tickets cost £3 and teams of up to 6 people. Prizes for the winning teams. Please order your tickets by returning the reply slip or putting the money into an envelope labelled with your child's name and class and put it in the box in reception. 
Soft drinks and snacks will be available but please bring your own drinks/snacks if you wish. We look forward to a fun evening!
School events/Dates 
Week beginning 11th March : 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Y1 Multi-skills HCC (children come to school in PE kits) 
Y2 Express event - 1.30pm
Community room coffee 9-10
Y4 Swimming
	Community room coffee 2-3
Y4 Roman Day 
	Community room coffee 2-3
	Community room coffee 9-10
Y5 Youth Speak
	Red Nose Day
PTFA Disco


Dear Parent / Carer
 

Update – School Funding Issues
 

I wanted to contact you to provide an update on current issues relating to school funding.    
 

Sadly, I have to confirm that despite intense lobbying of the Government and Department for Education, matters remain extremely challenging.  In short, schools are still not being provided with inadequate funding and resource to deliver the level of provision and support that is expected and that our families and children deserve.
 

Current Concerns
Since 2010 school budgets have been reduced in real terms by 8% and by 20% at post-16
Class sizes are rising and the curricular offer is being restricted
Increasingly, schools are being asked to support with children’s emotional health and wellbeing.  Frequently, we do not have adequate resource to meet a growing need.
Often, the most vulnerable students in our schools – those from disadvantaged backgrounds or those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) – are bearing the brunt of cuts and schools are struggling to provide the levels of support that they are entitled to. 
 

These issues are not simply affecting a few schools.  They are common features across our education system up and down the country.  Levels of concern are so widespread amongst headteachers that we are all working together with a united voice. 
 

As such, we have written to the Secretary of State for Education on three separate occasions since September 2018.  We are dismayed that he has chosen to ignore our communications and repeated requests to meet.  On 13 December 2018, we were informed by a junior civil servant that “I am afraid that, on this occasion, the Secretary of State and the Minister of State must decline your offer to meet.  I hope you will understand that their time is heavily pressurised and their diaries need to be prioritised according to ministerial, Parliamentary and constituency business.” 
 

Given the seriousness of the current school funding crisis and the impact upon schools, children and families, headteacher colleagues and I, believe that this approach is entirely ill-judged.  On 14 January 2019, we wrote again to the Secretary of State for Education asking that he reconsider meeting with representative headteachers.  Six weeks later, this request was declined once more: “As I’m sure you will appreciate, both their diaries are very full and they are unable to accept your kind offer at this time.”  Thousands of headteachers simply do not understand what issues could be seen as more important than the ones we are raising on behalf of schools, children and families.
 

In September 2018, over 2000 headteachers campaigned at Westminster in order to underline the seriousness of the current situation.  This action was unprecedented. 
 

The ‘Worth Less?’ campaign group now comprises 64 Local Authorities and Boroughs, covering thousands of schools and millions of families.  This gives a clear indication of the levels of concern felt by reasonable and moderate headteachers in England. 
 

We continue to recognise that there is not a ‘bottomless pit’ of money and also
acknowledge that many local MPs from across the political spectrum are taking a supportive approach.  We must make clear, however, that the current response from the Department for Education is inadequate. 
 

Why we need to meet
 

Headteachers want to contribute constructively to overcome current funding issues.
Headteachers want to reflect the serious concerns expressed by families regarding inadequate levels or resource and provision especially for our most vulnerable students.
Headteachers want to ensure that schools receive a much better deal when future Government spending plans – the Comprehensive Spending Review - are drawn up over the next few months. 
Headteachers want to indicate serious and rising concerns relating to the wider pastoral and social care that schools are expected, by default, to provide against a background of severe cuts to Local Authority provision.
 

Headteacher colleagues and I, feel fortunate that we have been so strongly supported by parents and carers as we campaign for a much improved level of funding for our schools and pupils.  We urge you to continue to make representations to your local MP and to the Department for Education and wider Government to ensure that matters improve. 
 

We will continue to inform you of the facts and to campaign vigorously over coming weeks and months.  A positive starting point should come from the Secretary of State for Education in the form of an urgent meeting. 
 

Yours sincerely
David Perkins
LITTLETOWN  PRIMARY  ACADEMY  and  NURSERY
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