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Dear Parents and Carers,



          23rd November 2018

I’d like to start this week by saying a huge well done to the Littletown Larks our school choir. The choir of over 45 children has been selected to proceed into the final of the Devon Radio choir competition.  The radio station will be recording the final version for the next stage of the competition on Monday.  All family, friends and neighbours will be able to hear the song on the radio and vote for the best choir over the next couple of weeks.  Watch this space and the website for voting information.

Today all children will be receiving information about a sponsored read via Usborne books which we will be holding in the week of 3rd December.  This is an initiative that we have chosen to support in an attempt to improve our library and to help support and promote a love of reading to all the children in the school.  For every £600 that our children raise in sponsor money for books, Usborne will donate an extra £360 worth of books!  Please read the information when it comes home and start collecting those sponsors.  The child who raises the most money in each Key Stage will get a book token to spend on books for themselves!

This week I have mostly been reviewing the consultation of children, parents and staff regarding homework. This has been a really interesting venture and has led to us making some changes to how we are going to do things between now and the end of the year as a trial. There is a 5 page document attached which goes into full detail of the consultation, shows the results of the parent survey, links to research we have been using as a school and outlines the changes we will be making. I have explained these to the children today in assemblies. If you don’t have the time to read through a 5 page document you can see summary bullet points in this newsletter below. Many thanks again to all parents who contributed to the consultation. 

Finally, many thanks to all the parents who attended the two sessions with Holly Billington from Early Help for Mental Health. Unfortunately because we don’t own the slides that were used we can’t put these on the website. However, very soon our whole school Mental Health Strategy will be on our website and we will send this out to parents. This concludes our round of parent information evenings for the Autumn Term. Many thanks to all the parents who attended and all the staff who voluntarily ran these important sessions.  In the Spring Term I hope to run some sessions where parents can come and see the children doing various inspiring things with the chromebooks. 

Next week we have the annual pantomime on Monday afternoon. Thank you to the PTFA for once again funding this for the children.

Yours faithfully,
Mr Perkins
Principal 
News from the children –
Nursery

We have built a spaceship.

We have made props to go inside the spaceship.

Reception

We have been weighing thing in maths.

We have been starting our Christmas songs.

Year 1

We have been using number lines in maths.
We have been learning about who can look after you.

Year 2

We have been learning how to use library cards.

We have started to learn our parts in the Christmas play.

Year 3

We have written French letters to our pen pals.

We have been writing newspaper articles.

Year 4

In outdoor classroom we are making rainbows out of leaves.

We signed into our times tables Rockstars account.

Year 5

Our school Choir have got through to the final of the Devon Radio competition.

We created portals to a fantasy land on piZap

Year 6

We are making heart posters.

Some of us are going to do indoor athletics.
Staff News 
I am sad to say that Mrs Cave who has been a teaching assistant at Littletown for 13 years has decided to move on to new ventures. Mrs Cave has given nurture and support to hundreds of pupils over her time at Littletown. We would like to thank her for all her years spent with us and I am sure you will join me in wishing her all the best in the future. 
Messages 
Homework summary

Consultation and research has identified the following:

· weekly written maths and english tasks have little impact, cause some family distress, aren’t always valued by staff

· Cornerstone curriculum enrichment opportunities are valued by staff, children and parents

· Reading is by far the most important thing children can do at home (20mins per night is optimum) 

· Times tables practice is the best maths that children can do at home

· Homework is best when it links perfectly with what is happening at school 

· Pupil enjoyment and parent engagement are crucial

· Spelling requires further attention and investigation 

Homework at Littletown between now and July will be trialled as follows:

· No formal written weekly English and Maths tasks will be set

· Children will be encouraged to read 20 minutes a night - monitored more closely by staff

· Time Tables Rockstars will be used at home and school to develop times tables

· Children will be encouraged to engage with Cornerstone enrichment activities over a half term which are sent home at the start of each topic (this may feature Google Classroom where appropriate). 

· Year 6 will still have English and Maths homework as it is key prep for Secondary school 

· Year 5 will have some English and Maths from time to time in prep for Y6, but not weekly deadlines 

· Year 1 will continue with ‘tricky words’

· Full review of spelling approach at school and home in the Spring Term 

For more information please do see the document attached and don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions. 

School events/Dates 
Week beginning 26th November :
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Pantomime

Devon radio recording the choir 
	Nursery outdoor classroom
	
	Y4 Colyton reading project at Colyton
	Year 5 cake sale
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