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          30th November 2018

An equally interesting and unique week for Littletown Academy this week which I will come to later, but we must start with our wonderful Choir. As I am sure you are aware, Littletown Larks got through to the final of Radio Devon’s Star for Christmas choir competition.  Members of Radio Devon came to record the children singing on Monday and on Tuesday morning the public got the chance to hear the choir sing and be interviewed on the radio.  Voting opened this morning so please get everyone you know to have a listen to our wonderful choir and vote for them.  The prize is an appearance at Exeter Cathedral!!!   Please click on this link to vote.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/22t7K3Ct3g1C2hsZXdJdpGk/star-for-christmas-2018-best-large-school-category
Good Luck Littletown Larks!!

So, as I’m sure most of you are aware our homework trial has whether we like it or not, attracted a lot of local and national attention to the point we have appeared in TV debates, radio phone ins, websites and national tabloids. Some of these have done what media do and exaggerated some elements, twisted others and created their own narrative as to what we are doing and why. You can find all of these on the internet if you so wish. Yesterday I held an interview with BBC Radio Devon in which I was able to explain the facts on the issue and I will pop the link in below if parents are interested. I am hoping that as parents of the school you are fully aware that we have not just abolished/scrapped/banned all homework as some articles suggest and that the main reason for this is evidenced based research on impact of reading and mental maths. If you have been approached by parents of other schools on the matter I can only apologize. Please direct them to speak with us at the school. 

Overall, we have received an overwhelming amount of support for what we are trying to achieve. We have been offered free resources from publishers, donations for the library from international benefactors, support from parent groups, mental health charities and teaching unions. It now seems we are squarely in the center of a wider national debate about homework so we will have to see how it develops. Today I shared some national articles with the older children, both to educate them that they can’t always believe everything they read and to tell them that these national papers and broadcasters will be wanting to find out in July how it has gone - they have all vowed to give the new arrangements every possible effort so we can look really good when they get in touch! 

On Monday the children enjoyed the visit of the pantomime performing Robin Hood. Thanks to the PTFA for funding this and I am pleased to say this has been booked again for next year. Also on Monday, some Year 6 children represented the school in a Honiton Learning Community athletics event. On Wednesday some Year 4 pupils visited Colyton Grammar School to complete their writing enrichment project. 

Today we had an amazing number of parents in Reception for their Fairytale celebration. 

Next week we hold our sponsored read from Monday to Sunday, so your children have a couple of days left to collect as many sponsors as possible.  We have made a slight change to the prize conditions.  Any child who raises £5 or more will be entered into a draw for the chance to win one of 3 prizes of a book token.  Good luck and happy reading!

Also next week, Year 3 visit HCC for Science on Tuesday and on Thursday we take three teams of Year 6 children to take part in the local round of the Rotary Club Youth Speak competition.

Finally, I look forward to seeing you all at our PTFA Christmas fayre tomorrow morning. The ‘jolly jars’ all look brilliant.  

Yours faithfully,

Mr Perkins
Principal 
News from the children 
Nursery

We have been making shiny rainbow rockets.

Practicing Christmas nativity songs.

Reception

We wrote Invitations to our fairytale parties.

We have been making gingerbread men.

Year 1

We are learning about the fire of London.

We are subtracting 1 digit numbers.

Year 2

We have been finding the difference in maths.

We have been making sound with jars by using sound forks.

Year 3

We are reading a book called deep waters.

We have created art.

Year 4

Experimenting with sound rockets.

Creating sound poems.

Year 5

We found out were we start on Alchemy island.

We have been learning how to draw maps and mountains and contour lines.

Year 6

We are searching William Harvey who was the first person to find out that blood pumps around are body.

In an indoor athletics competition we came 4th!!!!

Staff News 
Messages 
Snacks

It has come to my attention that there has been some inconsistency regarding break time snacks over the last couple of weeks. It isn’t something I’ve covered with the staff since my appointment so we will discuss this as a staff on Tuesday and remind you what is allowed and what isn’t next week. 

Cold wet weather

As you know we have had some winter weather the last couple of weeks and children have still been doing PE outside at times. Please be assured that teachers will always consider the conditions and children’s attire in their decision making. If children are outside in just PE tee shirts this is either because they are due to have a very active session, or because it is for a very short time. 

Parking

During the wet weather we have had increased parking on the double yellow lines and school zigzags. Please be reminded that you cannot park here under any circumstances. When I am available to I will be out on the road asking people to move. I am also advised to pass registrations to PCSOs. Many thanks for your communication 

School events/Dates 
Week beginning 3rd December :
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	Y3 HCC science 


	
	Youth Speak HCC
	Christmas family quiz


PTFA NEWS
Christmas Fayre:

Please come along to our Christmas sale Saturday 1st December from 10am – 12noon.  We have a good selection of craft stalls, toys, games, tombola, jolly jars, children’s crafts and refreshments.  Those of you who have booked to see Santa should have received your times.  We still need some more people to help on the day please so if you are able to spare an hour or two to help on a stall, or to help setting up from 5pm on the Friday evening please let me know: sarah@ryerson-sound.com or sign up on the list in reception.

Christmas Family Quiz:

Our next family quiz evening is on Friday 7th December from 6.15pm. These are always great fun and include rounds of questions and activities that the whole family can enjoy.  There will be a Christmassy theme to the evening and prizes for the top three teams.  Tickets are £3 per adult and £2 per child.  You should have had letters but if you haven’t then you can put your ticket request with the payment and your child’s name and class in the box in reception.

Bag2School

Our Bag2School collection is on Friday 7th December.  You should have received a bag to be filled with unwanted clothes, shoes, accessories, soft toys, etc. Any bag can be used if you didn’t get one or need extras. Bring them into school on the Friday morning for collection. The PTFA will receive money for each bag that is returned.  A good excuse for a pre-Christmas clear-out. Unfortunately we cannot store any bags in the school before the 7th December.
Christmas performances

The PTFA will be selling refreshments at all of the Christmas performances.  There will also be the opportunity to buy photographs at the Foundation Stage and Key Stage one performances, and a Christmas raffle at all the performances.

EasyFundraising: A reminder that the PTFA can benefit by using Easyfundraising for your online shopping, especially as you begin your Christmas shopping.  It is really easy to set up and it raises money for the school every time you shop online without any expense to you.  There are over 3,200 retailers involved and it is a great and simple way of adding to our fundraising. 
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