Nursery Autumn Term Newsletter 2026

Welcome to our Nursery family: 
A warm welcome to all our new Nursery children and families who have had a great start to the term!  They have all settled in well, but please come and speak to us if you have any concerns. Thank you for your patience with taking the children from you in the mornings.  We will get quicker, but it is important we don’t rush the children in the early days and that you feel comfortable too.  

Theme: 
Just as the rest of the school do, we will follow a theme, but also follow the children’s interests. Our first topic is called ‘Me and my family’ and will last until half-term.  After the October half-term, we will be learning about different celebrations.  Please see additional information, sent home earlier in the week, about our topic, what we will be covering and how you can support your child’s learning at home.  Please upload anything special you do with your child to Tapestry so that we can celebrate this with them at Nursery.  

Literacy:
This half term we will be assessing what your child can do already to enable us to plan their next steps.  We will have daily phonic inputs where we will be developing the children’s listening skills and helping them to distinguish between different sounds. There will be lots of opportunities daily to work on the children’s fine motor control including; cutting with scissors, pencil grip and control and strengthening the muscles in our hands and fingers using playdough etc... We will also be providing lots of opportunities for the children to mark-make in their child-initiated learning.  We will spend lots of time this term developing the children’s listening skills and language through story-telling and role play.

Maths:
In maths we will be assessing your child’s confidence and knowledge of numbers and shape in order to plan and teach their next steps.  We will then explore different colours, learn to match objects, shapes, sizes and patterns that are the same and then to put these objects into different groups.

Tapestry
Tapestry is your child’s online Learning Journey and is different to Arbor (our bookings and payments system).  You should have now received an email from noreply@tapestryjournal.com.   If it is not in your inbox please also check your spam/junk mail box too.  This is a link to set up your password to view your child’s learning journey as well as add your own photos and notes from home learning and wow moments like learning to ride a bike, reading, playing games etc.  We will publish our observations – wow moments and key assessments – at the end of each half term.   If you are unsure if you have received the email please email me.  

Key reminders:
Collecting at the end of the day:  Please ensure that if someone on your named list is collecting your child after Nursery, that they know your chosen password.  Your child’s safety is of the utmost importance to us.

Clothing:  Please ensure all items are named including shoes and wellies.  We already have some lost property!  Please also ensure that the clothes your child wears to Nursery are ones they can easily and quickly pull down and up themselves - jeans and tights are extremely tricky!

Footwear: Please ensure that your child wears suitable footwear to Nursery every day, to enable them to access the equipment safely.  They need to be able to take off and put on their shoes themselves, so no laces please - velcro is perfect!  Children should not be wearing open-toed sandals, ‘croc-like’ shoes or wellington boots to Nursery as they cannot run or climb safely in these. When the children use the climbing tower, they will only be able to use it if they are wearing suitable footwear.  Using the tower supports the children in developing their upper body strength, vital for learning to write and control small tools.   Once we start our outdoor classroom sessions after half-term, your child will need wellies, but these should be brought to Nursery on the outdoor classroom day, in a named bag and left on our wheeled rail to prevent mud being walked into the carpets.

Book Bags:  Your child now has their book bag.  Each week we will help them to choose two books to bring home and share with you.  Please keep these books for the week, and we will change them the following week.  Books do get worn and tatty, so if you receive one that is looking like it's seen better days, or has pages that are torn/missing, please do let us know so that we can throw it away and replace.  We really want the children to be excited by the books they bring home to enjoy with you!

Outdoor Classroom:   Outdoor Classroom (Little Explorer sessions) will begin after half term and we will provide more information closer to the time.  

Water Bottles: You only need to provide a water bottle for your child to drink from at lunchtime.  They may have juice in their lunchbox but no fizzy drinks.  Please ensure your child’s bottle is also clearly labelled as we have lots of very similar bottles!  Throughout the day, children have free access to a water dispenser/jugs and we will remind the children to drink frequently.

Packed Lunches:  We have nut allergies in Nursery so we ask that no children have nuts or nut based snacks/spreads in their lunchboxes.  We are a healthy school and ask that children do not bring in chocolates or sweets for lunch.  

Birthdays:  We are always excited to celebrate the children’s birthdays with them, but please do not bring in sweets or cakes to share.

Toys:  We ask that toys/valuables are not brought into Nursery unless pre-agreed.

Backpacks: Our cloakroom is rather small and we don't have a huge amount of storage space.  Please do not bring backpacks to Nursery each day. All the children need is a water bottle and their book bag which are kept in the Nursery, and if they have a lunchbox, these can be carried without the need to be put inside another bag. 

Nursery Contribution:  As you may or may not know, almost all nurseries add a ‘consumables charge’ to their daily fees, regardless of whether your child is receiving their sessions as part of their free government hours or whether you are paying for them.  Other nurseries in the area charge up to £20 a day for these ‘consumables’.  This is not something we intend to start at Littletown Nursery.  However, as you can imagine, we spend a huge amount each week on playdough ingredients, messy play materials such as cornflour and shaving foam, baking and cooking ingredients, as well as many other little extras to make your child’s time at Nursery as exciting and enriching as possible.  As I’m sure you can understand, the cost of these materials means that we then often have to limit these resources. Most of these resources have to be replaced on a daily basis.

We would love to provide as many as possible of these opportunities for your children and as wide variety as possible too.  In order to help support this, we would like to ask all parents for a voluntary £3 contribution each half-term.  We need to stress that this is a voluntary contribution and your child will not be excluded from any activities if you feel unable to contribute.  Please feel free to pay a different amount if you feel appropriate.  Last year, parental contributions not only supported us being able to provide a wide variety of messy play materials, but also to enable the children to bake  and cook regularly, as well as enjoying a wider variety of extra crafts activities.  At the beginning of each half-term, we will send out a reminder to parents that half-termly contribution is due with a little envelope to return.  

Cooking at Nursery:  We love to cook and bake with the children at Nursery as it is such an engaging and fun activity that the children enjoy, rich in learning opportunities across the curriculum!  We are only able to provide these cooking opportunities if Nursery Contributions are sufficient.  We will plan cooking activities on different days across the half term to try and ensure that all children have the opportunity to cook/bake at least once.  

Key dates for the autumn term:
Wednesday 21st October - 2.30-3pm - Stay and Play for children who are in for the afternoon session only - More info to       follow - Please be aware siblings are not permitted to attend this session due to our number capacity.
Friday 23rd October                	  Break up for 2 week half term holiday
Monday 9th November	                 Return to school
Tuesday 8th December - 2.30-3pm - Stay and Play for children who are in for the afternoon session only - More info to follow  - Please be aware siblings are not permitted to attend this session due to our number capacity.
Friday 18th December            	End of term

With huge thanks for your support!
Becky Jackson (Nursery Teacher)
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